ENGLAND'S 
Great Happinels. 


OR, A 
DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN 
ConTENT and COMPLAINT. 
WHEREIN 


| demonſtrated that a great part of our 
Complaiats are cauſlcleſs. 


And we have more Wealch now, than 


ever We had at any time before the Re- 
ſtauration of his ſacred Majeſtic. 


By a real and hearty Lover of his King 
and Countrey. 


a. 


Say not thou, What is the canſe that the former daies were 
better than theſe ? for thou doFt not enquire wiſely concern- 
ing thi. Eccl. 7. 1. 
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The Author to his Book.. 


Y little Book, when you do look 
Into the World that's eurions, 
Tou muſt take care, you-don't ill fare 
From thoſe men that are furious 


Againſk all things that reaſon brings 
To contradid their humours, | 
And ſearce are pleas'd, unleſs they re eas dt 


By ſpreading forth falſe rumonrs. 


But if that they ought 'gainſt thee ſay; 
And make it truth appear; 

Then I'll ſubmit and think it fit, 
That you the blame ſhould bear: 


But if they will be murm ring ſtill, 
Partic larizing men, that idly ſpend, 

Or fates do lend a hand to Ruine: then 
"Twill be but meet Poor Robin ſee't, 

And anſwer them with glee, becauſe ſuch fools 
Are the fit tools T'employ ſuch men as he: 
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ENGLANDS 


Great Happinels . 
OR A | 


DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 
Content and Complaint. 


Content. Ow do you, Mr. Complaint ? 
Complaint. Your Servant Sir, 
I'm glad toſee. you well : What 


News ? 

Cont. Why, all the talk is of theBlazing- Star, 
and Whale that's come to ColcheFFer. | 

Compl.God grant they forbode no ill News,['m 
fraid on't. TheFrench King they ſay is at Callice. 

Cont. Well, what then, I hope he knows the 
way back to Paris. | 

Compl. Nay he need not come hither, here 
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2 England's great Happineſs. 
are enough already to eat us up, I profeſs there's 
no. trade, I don't know what we ſhall do, there 
| | isnot a penny ſtirring, and men break like mad, 
by if theſe times hold we ſhall be all undone. 
Cont. You Complainants are a ſort of the 
worſt condition'd people in the World, I won't 
fay *tis impoſſible for God to pleaſe you, butI'm 
ſure his Bleſſings of Peace and Plenty won't, 
Compl. Plenty ſay you? yes, here's plenty e- 
nough of broken Merchants and Citizens. 
; Cont. True, one of them of a fort is too much, 
| T þ but yet I dare ſay there is more wealth in Eng- 
land at this time, thanever was at any before 
his Majeſties Happy Reſtauration. 
Compl. What then makes the Complaint ? | 
Cont. Becauſe ſuch as you are hardly eyer Ml © 
well when you are doing otherwile. | | 
| Compl. You talk ſtrangely. 
', Cont. Well, 1 think 'tis fo caſte to make out, 
-. 0 that while we are drinking a glaſs of Wine, | 


may convince, or put you to a non-plus, 
F Compl. Say'it thou ſo?. Welle try, but in 
ftead of Wine let's drink a diſh of Coffee; for 
=» | [ profeſs whatſoe'ce you think, I fiadithem hard | 
s times. | 
jj Cont. Well, a match, but I ſuppoſe yougo h 
(ft thither becauſe 'tis the Complaining School, and II - 
(' you may be entertaind with falſe jealouſics an k 
: 


if hoar for a penny. Come Boy give me a diſhof 

Tee, for I'm for ſomething that heats and wets, 3 

and by its ſweet taſte give Tome reaſoa to be con- il " 
tented. 

Compl. For all this give me ſome Coffee, 

| Con; 
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Cont. Well, now let's hear your Complaints, 
and we'l conſider them one by one. 


Compl. There are a great many at preſent, þ 
[|e-only mention five, viz. ; 

1, Carrying the Money out of the Nati- ; 
on 


2, People's over-high living. 

3. The too many Foreigners. 

4. The Eacloſure of Commons. 

5. The multitude of people that run into 
trade, and ſcll ſo cheap that one can't live by a- 
nother. 

Cont. Are theſe your great Complaints? Ican 
hardly forbear laughing, for theſe rightly conſi- 
dered are ſome of our main temporal advantages. 

. WH 4 great encreaſe whereof would make us fo rich 

a5to be the envy of the whole world. 

Compl. | ſhould be glad if 'twere (o, [ pray 
let's hear what you can ſay for the exportation 
of money. Theres law againſt it, and a great 
many wiſe men complain of the Eaſt-1ndia 
Company for that reaſon. 
: Cont. | muſt not gainſay Law; there was | 

once a law to ſtint the making of Malt; but 
ſome of our Gentlemen are now of other minds, 

o BY vitoels the Att for exportation of Beer, Ale, and 
Mum, The complaints againſt the Eft India 

d q : ; 

n | company, if they were for the, Nation's happi- 

of I of, would they were encouraged, and let it i 

« I £2 as our Parliament ſhall in their wiſdom think | 

o © > but ſome wiſe men think it beſt as 'tis, how- 

» » O in 
ever 'tis our great advantage to export Money: , 


i 
. . . adva 0 

For the aforeſaid Company brings ia a great ma- expor: money. 116 
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4 England's great Happineſs. 
ny more goods than we conſume, the over-plus 
whereof is exported: By which part I ſuppoſe 
none will diſpute a profit. Wherefore whatſoever 
they bring in more, muſt beall exported, (we be. 
ing already over-ftockt) which undoubtedly will 
enrich us accordihg to its proportion, But this they 
cannot do without money.ForT ſuppoſe them men 
that very wcll underſtand their own intereſt (by 
which I am apt to judge all) and do think that 
if they could [el] that cloth in 7ndia for two and 
twenty Shillings, which cofts them here twenty, 
and fel] enough, they would never carry out 
one penny: for they pay no freight out, and 
two and twenty Shillings if it be really two and 
twenty Shillings, will buy more goods than 
twenty Shillings wilt do. But if the Indians 
will not buy our goods, they muſt have our mo- 
.ney, or we muſt knock off that Trade which the 
Dutch will heartily thank you for,and give you 
golden god to boot. 

Comp. Ah but we conſume abundance of 

their Commodities here. 
it i= more Cont. Belt of all, for the more Ca/lico weufe, 
profirable for the leſs other linnen, and that ſaves abundance 
deg vey of wealth by being to us (at firſt hand efpeci- 
ther foreign ally) much cheaper; and alſo pulting downthe 
anc, price of forreign linnen, I have heard fomeſay 
almoſt balf., But about this Tdia trade you 
may ſee more at large by ingenious Mr. un; 
and a Letter call'd The Eaſt-1ndia trade a moſt 
profitable trade to the Kingdom, printed 1677. 


Comp. This is ſomething, but what think _ | 
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of the Norway-trade that takes away fo many * rms | 
of our Crown pieces ? og ant 

Cont. I think well of that too, for that kind 
of timber we cannot be without, and I ſuppoſe 
our land can be better imploy'd than in great 
groves of fuch like, It alſo employs a great ſhip- 
ping, and makes us build Houſes,Ships, and Ca- 
ſes for Merchandiſe, at cheap rates, and if we 
might have a thouſand Saw-Mills, for ought 1 
know they might do us as much kindneſs as En- 
gine-Looms,and for all the talk ofthe ſhort (ight- 
cd Rabble, employ twice the people too. 

Compl. You ſpeak plain, but what think you 
of the t rench trade? which draws away our mo- 
ney by whole-ſale. Mr. Fortrey whom I have heard 
you ſpeak well of, gives an account that they 
get fixteen hundred thouſand pounds a year 
from us. 

Cont. Tis a great fum, but perhaps were it The rrench 
put to vote in a wiſe Council, whether for Trade a prof 
that reaſon the trade ſhould be left off, 'twould Tu 
go in the negative. For Paper, Wine, Linnen, 
Caſtle-Sope, Brandy,Olives, Capers, Prunes, Kid- 
$kins, Taffaties, and ſuch like we cannot be with- 
out ; and for the reſt which'you ate pleas'd to 
ſtile Apes and Peacocks (although wiſe Solomon 
rankt them with Gold and Ivory) they ſet us all 
3-pog, and have encrea\'d among" us many con- 
fiderable trades: witneſs, the vaſt multitudes of 
Broad andNarrow f]k Weavers, Makets'of Points, 
and white and black Laces, Hats, Fanns, Look- 
Ing-Glaſſes, and other: glaſſes'as I'm told the 
beſt in the world, Paper, Fringes, and gilded: 
Leather, 


1 
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Leather, which ina ſhort time,is like to be made 
as cheap here, as in HoZand or any other place. 
Wine of ſeveral fruits, Sider, Saffron, Honey, 
Spirits, and ſuch like: and ſome cauſe improve- 
meats by farther ManufaCture, others we export 
with great profit, and have a great variety to 
hos Apr ſatisfie all ſorts of Markets, cauſing their Neigh- 
markers agrear Dours that ſell the like,as Salt, Wine, Linnen, ec. 
advancage. to fell us much cheaper with abundance other ad- 
vantages. { muſt confeſs I had rather they'd uſe 
our goods thanmoney,but if not,I would not loſe 
the getting of ten pound, becauſe I can't get a 
hundred; and I don't queſtion but when the 
* French gets more foreigntrade, they | give more 
Iiberty to the bringing in foreign goods. And 
I think you'l be aſham'd to deny the Canary's 
a little when Spain yields you fo vaſt quanti- 
ties. I'] ſuppole John a Nokes tobe a Butcher, 
Dick a 8tyles an Exchange-man, your ſelf a Law- 
yer, will you buy no Meat or Ribbands, or your 
wife a fine Indian Gown or Fann, becaule they 
will not truck with you for Indentures, which 
they have no need of? I ſuppoſe no, but if you 
get money enough of others, you care not 
though. you -give it away 7# ſpecie for theſe 
things: I think *tis the ſame cale. - o 
Compl. 'Tis well if it be as you fay, but I 
what think you of your next propoſal? Our 


High Living. | q 
High _ Cont. He that ſpends more. than he 1s able to y 
great improve- Pay for, is either; fool or knave, orin great ne- t 
mn roarts., 8 ceffityz but I ſuppoſe not this. to. be the Nati- t 
ons caſe; for if it were, we mult owe moreto a 
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other Nations than they to us, though we gave 
them all we have to boot, which if you think, 
moſt of the Merchants that have foreign FaQo- 
ries in the Faſt or Weſt Indies, Africk-Streights, 
Spain, Portugal; Baltick, Eaſt Conntrys, Hanſe- 


Towns, Scotland, Ireland, with France and Hol- 


lind too, will condema you. But our height 
puts us all upon an induſtry, makes every one 
ſtrive to excel his fellow, and by their ignorance 
of one anothers quantities, make more than our 
markets will preſemly take off; which puts 
them to-a new induſtry to find a foreign Vear, 
and then they muſt make more for that market; 
but (till having ſome over-plus they {tretch their 
wits farther, and ate never ſatisfied till they in- 
groſs. the trade of the Univerſe. And ſomething 
is return'd in lieu of our exportations, -which 
makes a further employment and emprovement. 

It it won't do this, why do you complain of 
France getting our money for their trifles? if 
it will, why ſhould we not encreaſe it as high 
aseverit is poſſible? If we make (ix confidera- 
ble Laces and export but one, T ſuppoſe for it 
we may bring 1n more money than the hr(t coſt 
of them- all; which-is far better than- to 'im- 
\ Port one and let our people fit idle for want of 
imployment. 

The Venetian, Spaniard, Portugeeze, Dubch, 


and*Exgliſh have drove the great trade of the ER 


world, and fetcht the gold and-filver: :but when 
they had done, they eagerly carried itto France 
to buy their guegawes, and thereby made them 
always conſiderable: and I had tather-get v_ 
| Ala: 
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-propolal? which is, That 'ctis our happineſs to. 


Invitation 
of Foreigners 
a great advan- 
tage. 
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ſand pound by lace and fringes, than nine hun, 
dred by the belt broad-cloth that ever I ye 
ſaw. 

That honeſt way that fiads moſt employment 
and gets moſt money, is ſure the beſt for any Na- 
tion, and this fine manufacture joyn'd\ to our 
ſhipping will perhaps make us the moſt potent 
the Sun ſhines on. | 

Take away all our ſuperneceſſary trades, and 
we ſhall have no more than Tankard-Bearers, 
and Plow-men; and our City of London will 
in ſhort time be like an 1ri/} Hut, or perhaps 


| Carthage mentioned 1a Yirgil Traveſte. 


If you have reaſon, here's enough to ſatisfie: 
but if not, (hould I bring ten thouſand undenia- 
ble arguments you'd (till complain. 


Compl. I meet but with very few of your mind: 


but I pray ler's hear your thoughts of the: next 


have abundance of Foreigners, for I'm ſure the 
general cry is that they eat the bread out of our 
mouths, they fell their goods when we can't, 
they work cheaper than we, live in holes, pay 
neither ſcot nor lot; and if we ſhould have many 
more of them, ſure we ſhould have nothing to 
do, 

Cont. You are never well full or faſting; you 
cry up the Dutch to be a brave people, rich, and 
full of Cities, that they ſwarm with people as 
Bee- hives with Bees; if a plague come, they are 
fili'd up preſently -and. ſuch like; yet they do all 
this by inviting all the World to come and live 


among them. You complain of Spain becauſe 
their 


Fnoland's great Happineſs. 9 
their Inquiſition is fo high, they'l let no body 
live among them, and that's a main cauſe of their 
weakneſs and poverty. You find fault becauſe \ 
ſome of our people goto Ireland, and the Plan- : 
tations, and ſay we want people at home to fill 4 
our Cities and Countrie-towns, and yet you'l + 
allow none to come and fill up their rooms. Will Rp” F | 
not a multitude of people ſtrengthen us as well fly Moles. Wa: 
as the want of them weaken Spain? ſureit will. mdcs. 
Would you not be glad if the Duke of Lorrain 
ſhould deſtroy 2s many Villages in France as 
are deſtroy'd in Alſatia, and thereby deſtroy if 
100000 people? I dare ſay the moſt part of | 
you would. I pray then would it not do as 
well if an hundred thouſand French would run 
away leaving -their houſes to drop, and fight a-* | 
gainſt the French King, or at leaſt work for mo- if 
ney to pay taxes to them that will? I think you 
won't gainſay it. Ia Sr. Walter Raleigh's obſer- 
vations concerning the cauſes of the magnifi- 
cency and opulency of Cities, 'twas the beſt po- 
licy that old Rowe had, and by it they were 
brought to their height. Tamerlan the great 
was of the ſame mind, and Conſtantinople owes 
ts greatneſs to the ſame contrivance., Would 
not Foreigners living here conſume our corn, 
cattle, cloth, coals, and all kind of things we 
uſe? and would not that cauſe our lands to be 
better till'd, and our trades increas'd? would 
they not bring ſeveral new trades with them, 
or help to encreaſe thoſe we have? witneſs the 
Flemmings in the time of Edward the third, the _ wo 
Colonies of Colcheſter,Canterbury, and Norwich, Lands, - | 
| C the t 
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England's great Happineſs. 
the Silk-trade in Spittle-Fields, the Tapiſtrey- 
makers in Hatton Garden, Clarkewwel, and elſe. 
where, Mr Todin the rare Pewterer 1n St. Aar- 
tins Lane, the Husbandmen in the Fexxs, and di- 
vers others, and dothnot every Trades-fnan a. 
mong them employ two or three Erzgliſh to at- 
tend them either in making tools, winding filk, 
or ſuch hke, beſides buying all their materials 
here? Do you think the firſt rough materials 
of a piece of (ilk of ix pound a yard coſts twen- 
ty Shillings? is not the other five pound bet- 
ter earnt and ſpent here, than to give the whole 
fix pound to France for't? No man'in Ergland 
loves it betterthanl, and Flove no Nation more 
than another, but for their vertues, or as they 


relate to the welfare of England? but fome of 


our great complainers will ſpend a- groat when 
they are not worth two pence, and work but 
two or three days inthe week, therefore others 
out-do them. 

Strangers pay-neither ſcot nor lot, 'tis true, 
but *tis becauſe they are diſturb'd, and are hard- 
ly fuffer'd (or at leaſt encourag'd_). to take hou- 
fes, but otherwiſe they'd quickly be like us, and 
the next generation would not, be known from 
Enpliſh. | | 

You ſeldom hearof any diſturbance they make 
m the State, for they are not all of one mind, 
and. cannot agree if they would, they come for 
fafety, quietneſs, and livelyhoods, for which 
and other good reaſons, if the Paliament think 


&.txartyWiſk. fit, I could wiſh there would twenty thouſand 
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CEompl. At this rate all the World would be 
invited hither. 
Cont. Amen, ſay I; for then our King would 
be univerſal Monarch, and I'd never fear a pre- 
judice either to Church or State if all were 
to be hang'd that ſhould teach them caulcleſs 
complaining prineiples. 
Comepl. Enough of this, but if you are for 
Enclolures the poor will complain of you, and 
curſe you to the pit of Hell: and a great many 
of the rich will give you butlittle thanks. 
Cont. All this Ggnifies nothing; one good Encloftre and 
reaſon prevails more with me than all their 
cries and curſes, if they were ten fold: andI'm 
ſure that God is a God of reaſon. As for the 
Gentry I reſpe& them highly, but a great many 
WH are more rul'd by a vulgar error, and falſe 
WE maxims, than the dictates of their own reaſon. 
WO But if I thought it would not be much for the 
advantage both of Gentry and Commonalty I 
would not fay a word more on't, But I pray 
conſider that inclos'd ground will ſometimes Its advantage. * 
yield treble to what common will, butif ſow'd - 
| MW with Clover, Sant-foin or ſuch like, ſometimes 
| WI fix, eight, or tenfold, when Corn bears a good 
price, and 'tis for the Land's advantage 'tis plow'd 
+ I too, and after the Crop is off ſow'd with Turnips. 
, or ſuch like, and this with the help of good 
> if tillage and dung, (which our good Husband- 
1 I men know now. pretty well how to FOgupes 
© I done every year, when the other muſt lye wa 
| I one in three. | Horriculrure 2 
A great deal will be turn'd into Orchards g= vt 
| C 2 and 
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and Gardens, four or five acres of which ſome. 
times maintains a family better, and employs 
more labourers than fifty acres of other ſhall 
do. Hops, Siftron, Liquoriſh, Oatons, Pota- 


toes, Madder, Artichocks, Aniſceds and Cole. 


ſeeds will thrive but 11] in Common Fields, and 
I ſuppoſe none will denie an Acre of theſe to 
yield more money than fo much Wheat + Whi- 
ther goes it then? why, furely into the owners 
purſe or labourcrs pockets. 

For the cry that the poor wilt be ſtarv, 
it is not worth a ruſh, for few of them make 
the benefit for Jack of ſtock, and perhaps they 
ſpend as much time in looking after their titts, 
runts, and tupps, as would gain them' by an in- 
different Handy craft, twice the profit. 

And how that pariſh that traded but for ten 

thouſand pounds a year, and now for twenty 
thouſand, ſhould be more likely to ftamiſh, and 
twice or thrice the employment for the poor 
Rarve them, I confeſs is to me-a paradox, E- 
ver fince old Tw/er's time, it has been obſerved 
that where there's moſt common, there's lealt 
good building and moſt poor. 
Encloſure muft needs encreaſe more-great and 
ſmall cattle, and an'encreaſe of Hydes, Tallow, 
and Wool, with finer manufactures of them 
than formerly, can never either depopulate or 
1mpoveriſh. | | 

Compl. 1 muſt confeſs that moſt men yieldit 


. to be” moſt profirable. But is it tawfiil to take 
away that we. have enjoy'd time out of mind? 


and we muſt not doevil that good may come on't, 
| Cons: 
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Cont. 1 muſt confeſs this is your main argu- 


F3 


Whether 1t he 


lawful ro en- 


ment, and I being neither Divine nor Lawyer 


perhaps may not give to'it ſo good ananſwer 
as ten thouſand wiſer men can do. But tis 
well that ] haveprov'd it profitable: But ſup- 
poſe this If)and before it was inhabited to be 
all Common; which was ſomething altered by 
the firſt Occupants, and encreas d according to 
the good husbandry, populacy, and nceds of the 
people, and why this preſcription ſhould not 
prevail as muchas yours ,-I know not. It doth 
in America, and [I believe all the World over. 
In Chinal hear there is not an Acre of Commbn 
Land. 

| muſt confeſs I know no Statute that gives: 
full power to encloſe all the* Common-Fields, 
in. the Kingdom; but in my weak judgment 
there are ſeveral that do much encourage it. 
Eſpecially when it is for the advantage. of the 
wholez witneſs the two firſt Ads for encloſing 
the Fenns, and the' 4 Faci 11. for” part of He- 
refordſhire, caus'd by the good areiomge' of 
fome of the inhabitants. And [think the 3 
Bdw. 6. & 3. will go a great way. And the 
inducement and gronnd of the A&_ call'd Trade: 
encouraged 15 Ca#! 2, 7. mans 'thus verbatine. 


Foraſinuch as the encouraging of Tillage T4; cexmor 
ought to be in an eſpecial manner regarded and'the a& call'd 


we? ; + Trade encoun- 
endeavonred',” ard the 'ſuroſt." and effeFualleft'..c1. | 


means of. promotine and advancing any trade, 
occupation 'or. myſtery, being by rendring” it pro- 
fable to the nſers. thereof, and. great quantities 
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England's great Happineſs. 
of Land within this Kingdom for the preſently. 
ing ina manner waſte, and yielding little, which 
might thereby be improv d to. conſiderable profit 
and advantage (if ſufficient enconragement were 
given for the laying ont of coſt -and labour on the 
fame) and thereby much more Corn produced, 
greater numbers of People, Horſes, and Cattle 
engine, and other Land alſo rendred more va- 

uable. | 


How far the inducements and grounds of 
Acts of Parliament run, I know not, but they 
ſhew their deſigns; and how this can be done 
better than by Encloſure, my ignorance won't 
reach to; but TI have proy d it moſt advantage- 
ous to the owner, and 1 thiak wealth and a 
treble labour, will quickly encreaſe People, Hor- 
ſes, and other Cattle, the plenty whereof, of 
neceſſity muſt quickly make other Land more 
valuable. 

If leave were given, all the barren land in 
England | ſappoſe would ſoon be improv'd. 

I believe you'l be aſham'd to urge the 25. of 
Hen. 8. and 13. becauſe the cheapneſs of our 
Corn, Cattle, Wool, Pigs, Geeſe, Hens, Chick- 


. ens, and Eggs, are in a great part the ground 
_ of your complaint. ; 


I chicfly aim at that we call Common Field- 
Land, where men claim a propriety, and can 
ſay, Thus many acres are minez.. but for the 0- 
ther that lye always open, if the Lord of the 
Manour gets all it his own hand, or the Pa- 


riſhioners can agree, I wiſh 'twere all ſoſerv'd, 


and 
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England's great Happineſs. 
and I think there's few with good reaſon can 
be again(t it. 

As for the Kings Foreſts and Chaces, if they 
were imparkt, and kept to himſelf, I believe 
timber would thrive ne'r the worſe, or the 
neighbouring corn, nor perhaps would there 
be a lefs breed of good Horles; But arguments 
are endleſs, Boy give met'other diſh of Tee; 

Compl. I pray do nothing raſhly, but drink 
firſt, Well ſuppoſe T grant that you have. law 
and reaſon enough on' your (ide: what will 
you do againſt the beggarly multitude, that 
will pull down your Fences, turn Cattel in, and 
ſpoil your Corn, or what other tmprovements 
you ſhall-make in your new Eacloſure? it you 
ſue them you know the old Proverb, Sxe @ 
Beggar, &c. and they have nothing toloſe, their 
puniſhment willne'r make you ſatisfaction, and 
except you have a large purſe, and. courage 
too you may chance betired. 


v7 | 
Cont. 'Tis true, this is a great impediment A way wo in- 
cloſe in ſpire of 


tothe good work, but a great many have con- 
quer'd it, and I believe had the former ages 
went the ſame way to work, which an ingenious 
Juſtice, -and another of my good-friends {whom 
you well know _)- have done, we fhould long e'c 
this have had more Milk and Honey. For in- 
ſtead of narrow Ditches and high banks, which: 
_ quickly be thrown down and fill'd with: 
eaſe, ' they have made. their Duches, /ſ{even, 
eight, or ten foot wide, ſix foot deep, and-car-- 
ried away all that ſhould make s hurtful bank, 
planted quick, and with Damms, [top water oo 


the Rabble. 


Multrude of 
traders a great 
advantage. 


England'3 great Huppineſs. 
fill up as high as they can or think neceſſary, 
By this means the Robble want materials to re- 

fill, unleſs they'l bring it with them, or Gig 
one ditch to fill another. But as what relates 
to Ryots, Treſpaſſes, and other law tricks, the 

Countrey-Men I believe are wile enough. 

Compl. This is a way indeed, ſurely this will 
do or nothing, but let them incloſe or do in 


- the fields what they will, what can you fay for 


the multitude of Trades-men? 

Cont. Say for them! I have ſaid enough in 
what I ſaid juſt now of Foreigners: But how- 
ever ſomething more. 

That man that gets moſt money over and a- 
bove his expences, ſurely will be richeſt; fo 
likewiſe will that trade: but ſuppoſe there were 
formerly twenty Linnen-Drapers (or any 0- 
ther Traders) and they clear'd each five hun- 
dred pounds a year, it will amount to ten thou- 
ſand pounds; but now there are forty Drapers 
and by under-ſelling each other they clear 


each but four hundred pounds a year, this will 


=» jp wwcoch> ed. ane > > <4 » 


male fixteen thouſand pounds. I ſuppoſe this 
Company do' plainly thrive:- But ſhould eigh- 
ty get but'three hundred pounds each, it would 
amount to four and twenty thouſand pounds 
befides the employment of four times the Ships 
and Labourers, with the like encreaſe of his 
Majeſties Cuſtoms, and thisis the caſe of moſt of 
our old trades, only beſides the quantity of men, 
the particulars have mbſt; of them ſo myuch- 19- 


creas'd their quantities, that with leſs profit 
6 they 


Fngland's great Happineſs. 
they every ' year fpend more; and give their 
Children better portions, 


Moreover there are a multitude of new Trades; 
and that variety of Arts ſhould undo a Nati- 


_ on, - | believe was never known in this” world 


or 1n_D ftop#a, | 
.. When you keep Bees, you are loth toſut- 
fer Drones among them. Good Bees are the 
ſeventeen Provinces, and you cry them up to 
the skies, and ſay that two or three years peace 
will-make amends for all the 'Calamities they. 
have endured this War: But the like Induſtry 
in-Ergland, added to a prodigious Plenty, will 
quite ſpoil us. 


Do not ſome of our Trades-men ſpend one or The advamz- 
two hundred pounds a year, whoſe parents ne- 8© 


ver ſaw forty Shillings together of their own in 
their lives? Doth it not make the Capons and 
Cuſtards go off atagoodrate? Dothit not migh- 
ty. encreaſe his Majeſties revenue, by Cuſtoms, 
Exciſe, and Chimney-Money ? Doth it not make 
a tax light, by having many Shoulders to bear 
the burden? And were it not for this, his Ma- 
jeltie, muſt like Spair and Denmark, when he 
hath occaſion hire ſhips, from perhaps his ill-hu- 


nour'd Neighbours. But God be thanked things - 


Xe 10 a better caſe, and if Þ ſhould live forty 
years longer, I hope to ſee London as big a- 
gain, and all the Towns. in Ezglard (trive to1- 

anate it. --- 
Compl, Well, V1 trouble you no more at pre- 
knt, and. confeſs that what you ſay ſeemsto have 
D a great 
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of many 


Traders. 
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a great deal of truth in'tz but I don't know, 
people do complain. 


A diſwaſive 
from murmuy- 
ng. 


The word 3#- 
poſſible a great 

diſcourager of 
Arts, 
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Cont. And ever will; but I prithee leave off 
this humour of murmuring, either diſprove 
what 1 have ſaid, or for ſhame bluſh to com- 
plain. Remember that you are a rational crea- 
ture, don't make your own and others lives un- 
comfortable by refuſing to enjoy thoſe Bleſſings 
Providence hath heap d upon you: St. Pay/ 
with far lefs liv'd a happier life. What Com- 
fort can his Majeſtie have, when for all his good 
Government, Care, and ProteQion, you reward 
hirs with a meſs of Complaints? Don't Judaize 
and complain more when you are fed with Man- 
naand Quatls, than when you fed on Leeks and 
Garlick. Murmur not like Corab and his Crew 
when your King is 4 Afoſes. You know that 
of 600000. that came from #g ypt, there went 
but two into the Leaxd of Canaan. Moſt of 
the reft periſhed for this crime. When M4 
fes beg'd any great Matter of God, he com- 
memorated his former loving kindneſles, and 
O. Cod of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob was of 
great concern in a Jews petition, *Tis the re- 
membrance of the French King's Viftories makes 
him go on with courage: And would we but 
confider the ' great things we have done, it 
would perhaps make us believe nothing to be 
impoſtible either in Arms or Arts. Let's ble 
God for all his mercies, and particularly for 
our good-King, whoſe greateſt Care hath been 
to keep us in peace, and procure us plenty, 
which [ think will prove better arguments to 

gain 
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England's great Happineſs. 
gain any needful thing, than the irkſom and 
cauſeleſs complaints of a thouſand generations. 


The ſum of all is this; If we have great Ma- 
oazines for War, and multitudes of brave Ships ; 


9 


Signs of 
Wealth. 


[f we have a Mint-employ'd with more Gold + 


and Silver than in a conſiderable time they can 
well coinz If it be an affront to cauſe one to 
drink in any worſe mettle than Silver, if great 
art of ourutenſils be of the ſame; if our Trade 
ſtretcht as far as any trade is known; if we 
have fix times the Traders and moſt of their 
Shops and Ware- houſes better furniſht than in 
the laſt Age; if we have abundance of more 
good debts abroad than credit from theace ; if 
many of our poor Cotagers children be turn'd 
Merchants and ſubſtantial Traders; if our good 
Lands be made much better, and our bad have 
a fix-fold improvement; if our houſes be built 
like Palaces, over what they were in the laſt 
Age, and abound with plenty of coſtly furni- 
ture; and rich Jewels be very common; and 
our Servants excel in finery the Great ones of 
ſome Neighbour- Nations ; if we have molt part 
of the trade of the World, and our Cities are 
perhaps the greateſt Magazines thereof; if at- 
ter a deſtruQtive plague and conſuming fire, we 
appear much more glorious; if we have an u- 
niverſal Peace, and our King in ſuch renown 
that he is courted by all his Neighbours, and 
theſe only the marks of poverty, then I have 
been under a great miſtake: But if it doth 
otherwiſe appear, as certainly it doth to all ra- 
| 2 tional 


& 
| 
j 
q 


AS 


England's great Happineſs. 


tional men. Then I may ſtill go on with my 


& Compariſon. 


maxime and ſay, 

IWe have more Iealth zxow, than ever we had 
at any time before the Reſtauration of his Sacred 
Majcſtie. 

The Jews were never well ſetled till- the time 
of Saul, and then Wealth flow'd in like-water 
ſpilt upon the ground : you might ſ{ce it coming, 


_ and it being a ſtranger they ſtood gazing and 


C AA 
2 Sain. 1. 24- 


Our now Com- 


glaints, 


cry'd ahah! witneſs, David s lamentation over 
Saul, He clothed them in Scarlet, and. put or- 
naments of Gold upon their apparel. But in 
David's own time it grew tOa pretty handſom 
brook; but in Solomon's time to.a4 profound. 
River. But then the cuſtom. of their Wealth 
took away the ſenſe of it, they cry d that times 
were hard, there was nothing to'be got, they 
were the old ones that got eſtates, he that would 
get one then, muſt have tug'd hard fort; and 
that ſuch like talk they had, is witneſs So/9- 
v10n's reproof, Say not thou, the former times 
were better than theſe, for thou doſt not enquire 
wiſely concerning this. | 

Juſt thus it hath been with Frglavd, Queen 
Elizabeth's time 'was like Saul s, when by tar 
king a few Spaniſh Ships, and almoſt beginning 
a Navigation, made us cry ahah!- In the time 
of King James and Charles, for want of Silver 
the Gold made a pretty handſom- gliſteriog, but 
now Gold doth much abound, and Silver is hard- 
any thing eſteemed of. It flows ins ſq often 
like a deep river, there is hardly any notice ta- 
ken-oS it, 


Comps. 
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Compl. I muſt-confeſs I can't anſwer you, but: 
ſurely that which every body-ſaith, muſt needs: 
be true, LY AA AO WAKAL 
Conk,' Well'if you are ſo wilful -as mot tobe 
convinc'd, I'mſorry, but however this advantage 
to my ſelf I'l reap; Vi give God thanks. for his geeat 4 890d refolu- 
Bleſlings, and enjoy them while you fit murmuring 
and repining for what you don't want, and [ike 
Midas (tarve ina monſtrous plenty. 
However conſider what follows, 
Neither murmur ye as ſome of them alſo mur- * <%: 1 19. 
mured, and were deſtroyed of the deſtroyer. _ 
Wo unto them, for they have periſhed in the Jude 11. 
gainſaying of Core. = 
Theſe are ſpols in your Feaſts of Charity 
And are murmurers and complainers, walk- 15. 
irg after their own luſts. 
Tour murmurings are not againſt us, but a- £x94. 15. 18: 
gainſt the Lord. RM , 
Do all things without) mutaruvings. 
And the people ſpake againſt God, and againſt Numb. 21. $. 
Moles, wherefore have you brought us up out of 
Egypt, 10 die in the Wilderneſs? For there is 
no Bread, neither is there any water, and our 
ſoul- loatheth this light bread. : 
And the Lord ſent FierySerpents among the peo- 6. 
ple, and they bit the people, and much people of I- 
rael dyed. 
Many when a thing was lent them. reckoned *<u% 29: 4+ 
it to be found, and put them to trouble that 
helped them. 
Till be hath received he will kiſs a mans hand, ,, 
and for his Neighbours money he will ſpeak ſub- 
miſly c. 
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22 England's great Happineſs. 
miſly: but when he ſhould repay, he will prol 
the time and return words of DE and "Ps 

TIM PLAIN OF THE TIMES, 

' He that is filthy, let him be filthy ftiÞ. 


Come Boy take money, 
However dear Friead, farewel. 


FINIS. 
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